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Drilling Rig

Update

Wells of Hope was very
blessed by the efforts
and contributions of
many donors and vol-
unteers to acquire a
new drilling rig and
support truck to con-
tinue the water pro-
gram started in 2004 in
the mountains of Santa
Maria in Jalapa, Guate-
mala. By May 2010,
40% of the equipment
has been paid off. That
means that we still
have 60% to go. We
are working very hard
in several fundraisers to
pay off some of the
debt and prepare for

Drilling Rig and support truck . Photo courtesy of Dave Hildebrand.

the 2011 drilling sea-
son. In the meantime,
we are happy to inform
that in coordination and
the goodwill of Caritas
de Guatemala, we will
be able to import the
equipment into Guate-

Backpack Program

mala tax and duty free.
In the first week of
July, Ted and local vol-
unteers will clear the
equipment from cus-
toms and bring it finally
home: Campo
Esperanza in Jalapa.

Next steps in Drilling
Program

Before the actual drilling
starts, the drilling Team
will take a training
course in the use of the
new equipment and
then, depending on the
available funds, we will
be able to drill a number
of wells. We have esti-
mated each well at a
cost of $50,000 to
$70,000, depending on
the location and depth
of the aquifer of the
well.

This was another suc-
cessful year for the
backpack program.
More than 2,000
backpacks arrived
and were distributed
in the communities of

San Ixtan in Jutiapa,
a close -by region to
Campo Esperanza,
where Wells of Hope
also sent school

desks and chairs.  Pic-
ture by Greg Knight.

Check out our
WEBSITE

www.wellsofhope.com

In order to help us
save costs on printing
and mailing, please
SUBSCRIBE at our
website for an elec-
tronic version of this
newsletter.

water@
wellsofhope.com

wh o

1



Page 2

Water Program: Piping Project

In February of this year, Wells of
Hope was approached by the lead-
ers of the communities of La-
guneta, Duraznito, El Roblar and
San Francisco in Jalapa, for our
support in their Piping Project.

The main focus of this project was
to put into work the well that was
re-drilled last year at Laguneta by
Wells of Hope . All four communi-
ties got the approval of their in-
digenous leader or Mayordomo, as
well of the Water Association of
Jalapa to go ahead with the sur-
veys of what was needed in each
community in order to use the wa-

ter produced by the well. The
project consists of replacing all the
existing piping to individual
houses, which are connected to
this well through the water tank
that is being built and paid by the
four communities. The project will
be executed in stages and will be
habilitated when all the piping is
replaced in all 4 communities, so
that everyone starts benefiting at
the same time. All the labour in-
volved is provided by each com-
munity. They have organized
themselves so that there are shifts
covered by all members. The wa-

2010 Co -op Program

ter committee of each community
will raise the funds to provide wa-
ter meters for each house and will
take care of the reading of the
meters and the proper manage-
ment of the water use that will
benefit 10,000 people approxi-
mately. Wells of Hope contribu-
tion is the funding of the 52km+
pi ping and the
fee, who is overseeing the whole
project. The cost of this project
was budgeted at $140,000 split in
phase | (2010) and phase Il
(2011). Up to June 2010, the pro-
ject had advanced by 51%.

This year, as part of the Niagara
Catholic School Board program, a
group of 11 students went with
the van der Zalm family to not
only take their academic courses
in Religion and Geography, but to
participate in and experience all
aspects of Wells of Hope develop-
ment aid work. The students
learned some basic building skills
by experiencing rural methods of
construction, like creating adobe
bricks (see picture below) and
installing roofs and rainwater col-
lection systems. After a few

weeks of being in Jalapa, the stu-
dents chose as their main project
to help a community of 15 fami-
lies up on the plateau of Durazno,
to connect their water system to
Laguna El Pito well, which was
drilled by Wells of Hope three
years ago. See picture below.

The ongoing fundraiser of the
group, that started while the stu-
dents were still in Canada, paid
for the pipes needed for this pro-
ject. The contribution of the
community was the labour in-

volved in excavating and placing
the pipes and connecting to the
well.

The group of students was di-
vided into 4 groups and took
turns to teach basic English in
different schools that ~ Wells of
Hope has built or fixed (picture
above). The girls also had the op-
portunity to help at the Nutrition
Centre in El Progreso, to take
care of the malnourished infants

and children.  Allthree pictures cour-
tesy of Alex Hildebrand.
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