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12 Months in Review
2014 marked the 10th anniversary of
Wells of Hope and we celebrated the
challenges that we have overcome,
the successes that have been accomplished and we also looked at the
road ahead to continue helping those
who thirst!
After 10 years, more than 53,000
people in Jalapa and Jutiapa are benefitting today from the 12 wells that
have been completed; 15 schools had
been built and we added 2 more
schools in 2015, making it 17 for a
total of 2,350 children attending
them. Almost 17,000 backpacks
have been donated by schools and
people in the Niagara Region and
more than 3,500 children and adults
have participated in the dental clinics
by Wells of Hope in partnership with
Kindness in Action.
Between June 2014 and May 2015,
we raised, $81,800 after expenses,
through our three signature fundraisers: Golf Tournament, Taste & See
and Passion.
Our latest corporate sponsor,
SIRCorp, donated $53,000 through
the water sales at their Canyon Creek
Restaurants. The Paul Mitchell fundraiser organized in the US, brought in
$42,000 US and Niagara-on-the-Lake
Rotary Club, Knights of Columbus,
various churches and schools contributed more than $52,000 in donations. Our Net Revenue for this period was $663,000.
The allocation of funds by program is
indicated in the chart beside.

More than
half of the
funds
(53%)
were allocated towards the
Water Program. To
drill two
new wells
which will
be completed
next year
(see Water
Program).
As an early start of the new campaign, schools No. 16 (La Tejera)
and No. 17 (Palo Verde) were
started in November 2014. By the
time the drilling season started in
March, both schools were finished
(see Education). We have been
fortunate to have many volunteers,
including the construction crews
and program facilitators.
This year, we welcomed over 70
visitors to camp through our Mission Experience Program, including
16 dentists and assistants of Kindness in Action. As part of the
community aid program, we
shipped 2 containers with backpacks, tools, clothing, etc. and we
built 7 houses and one bridge.
There were many happy, grateful
faces that remind us to be thankful
for the blessing of being able to
help those who thirst!

Check our NEW
WEBSITE
www.wellsofhope.com
Please help us
save costs on printing and
mailing,
SUBSCRIBE ON LINE
for an electronic version of this
News Report and
our monthly electronic
Newsletter or send us an
e-mail to
water@
wellsofhope.com

www.facebook.com/
wellsofhope.water

Water Program
Our goal for the 2015 drilling season
was to provide water to the communities of Laguna Itzacoba and Yerbabuena.

it was noticed that the pump could
not reach the last 200 feet, as the
casing had buckled. The well will be
re-assessed in 2016 as it might need
to be re-drilled, while trying to save
as much casing as possible.

The community of Laguna Itzacoba
requested a well a few years ago
and there have been two attempts
to drill up to 1000 feet to the aquifer
with no luck of finding water.

As a follow up to the Sanyuyo well,
electricity was still not in place when
Wells of Hope came back in 2015 and
the generator that had been borrowed had been picked up by its
owner. Thanks to the contributions
of SIRCorp ($22,550) and Rotary of
Niagara-on-the-Lake ($4,000), a new
generator was purchased for Sanyuyo community have water pumping and being distributed to approximately 5,000 people.

Wells of Hope is committed to this
community as their water source is
one of the farthest and most contaminated of all. It is very important to succeed at this location
otherwise the next generation will
continue with the same water collection practice and be faced with the
same contaminated water.
A geologist was contracted to determine how far the aquifer was from
the drilled depth. He advised to
look for another site in another community close by instead. It was decided that El Rodeo community
Sashico, El Hocal - approximately
would get its own well and would
3,900 people.
supply water to other communities.

To solve the problem for Laguna
Itzacoba, the distribution was reorganized , so that it would be connected to the Laguna El Pito well
(previously drilled by Wells of Hope
and in operation), and the community of El Rodeo would be taken out
of that system. The new well at El
Rodeo could then benefit 3 additional communities: Tierra Blanca,

Wells of Hope drilled 700 feet at
El Rodeo without hitting the aquifer before the heavy rains of
April required us to stop. Additional challenges arose regarding
the drill bits being stuck due to
geological movement of the terrain. In 2016, Wells of Hope will
need to insert the casing at El
Rodeo and equip it with a pump
and a generator, as three-phase
electricity is not readily available.
The El Rodeo community is working on building a water tank,
which should be ready by the
time the well is finished.
The new well at the community
of Yerbabuena includes Los Ucelo
and Los Lopez villages – three
communities of 350 families or
1,600 people. The drilling of the
685 ft well was completed; however, while doing the pump test,

There are always lessons to be
learned as we move forward with
various initiatives. After a recent field
evaluation in August 2015, Wells of
Hope has decided to make it a priority in 2016 to help the new water
committee at Sanyuyo work towards
sustainability and self-sufficiency.

The research and implementation on
how to help the communities with
technical, administrative and financial
aspects will be used as a pilot project
for the Water Program overall.
Every time you order water at Canyon
Creek Restaurants (part of the
SIRCorp initiative), you are contributing towards Wells of Hope projects!

School Construction
Right on time for the beginning of
the school year, which in Guatemala
starts in January, La Tejera community inaugurated three new classrooms built by Wells of Hope—its
No. 16.

Almost simultaneously, the second
construction crew built School No. 17
at Palo Verde community, where
more than 150 students attend this
school.

Volunteers cleared the land, moved
water, sand and bricks, as skilled
tradesmen worked alongside the
Wells of Hope construction
crew through November and December to build three additional
classrooms that now helps serve the
school of over 300 students.

Palo
Verde

Shipping Relief Aid
Wells of Hope organized a tool drive
in Niagara, which was successful in
collecting more than two thousand
used tools. Some tools will be used
directly in our projects by distributing them among the community
volunteers and the rest will be donated to Guatemalan’s that have a
job in construction or for the basic
ones it will be their first tool at

home. In addition to the tools,
more than 1,700 backpacks were
donated by elementary schools
in Niagara and shipped to Guatemala.
This year, we continued to support Caritas de Guatemala urgent request for relief aid other
parts of the country. Bedding,

clothing, wheelchairs and hospital
equipment donated by Niagara businesses and residents were provided
to hospices and hospitals.
Special thanks to the St. Catharines
fire department for their generous
donation of firefighter equipment,
which was provided to the Volunteer
Firefighters in Jalapa.

Community Aid
In addition to drilling water wells, our volunteers engaged in many diverse projects this year including house
and bridge building, footcare clinics, and sewing programs. A series of news articles from St. Catharines
Standard reporter Grant LaFleche, based on his Spring
2015 visit to Jalapa are published on our website for your
reference
(News).
New house construction began
for two families
this year and
repairs were
made and/or
material was
donated to another five families. The homes

that Wells of Hope helps build are very modest and the
cost to build and equip a home with a stove is approximately $2,800.
During 2015, Wells of Hope partnered with a local Guatemalan Rotary Group to initiate a new community
stove project with a newly designed stove that uses less
wood and produces twice the heat. We look forward to
continuing with Rotary on this initiative. Each household
receiving a stove will also receive free trees to plant on
their lands to help eliminate land erosion, provide future
generations with wood and ensure that the rains continue
to bless the mountain region with sufficient water during
their growing season. To support this initiative, a conference was hosted in the Clem Centre to educate families
on the importance of reforestation. This project is also
supported by a local cement company, Cementos Progreso, who has donated thousands of trees as part of
their re-forestation program.

Ways You Can Help
You can






Donate on-line at www.wellsofhope.com
Mail in your donation (address below)
Donate your Aeroplan miles through our link on
our website
Become a sponsor for Taste & See (March 2016)
Host a Wells of Hope fundraiser






Become a Corporate Partner
Ask for our new Planned Giving options
Buy water at Canyon Creek Restaurants and the
proceeds go to Wells of Hope
Buy Grounds of Hope coffee at Branches Catholic
Bookstore (43 Maywood Ave in St. Catharines) or
order it on-line at Impactstore.ca

Upcoming Events
Friday, March 4, 2016:

Saturday June 4, 2016:

Spring 2016—TBA:

10th Taste and See Fundraiser
**New Location** @ Liuna Gardens in Stoney Creek. Wine and
food tasting, silent auction, music
and a lot of fun! We are looking for
corporate sponsors. Contact us at
water@wellsofhope.com

10th Golf Tournament

Over the Edge Fundraiser

Fundraiser

at Riverview Golf & Country Club in
Fenwick. We are looking for sponsors and prizes. Please contact Ben
at benrie.obdeyn@sympatico.ca or
Frank at fsmemme@yahoo.com

Friday, July 22, 2016:
Passion Fundraiser @ Mori Gardens in Niagara-on-the-Lake

Thank you!

The Wells of Hope team would like to thank each and every person for their contribution
which allows us to respond to the "cry of those who thirst." Without your gift, given in love to those whom
you may never meet, we would never have been able to accomplish all of the tremendous projects that have
been completed over the years. These great feats are testimony to the mountains that can be moved when
we all work together to "love our neighbour as ourselves." May our God of Love bless all of you!!!

Follow us on Facebook— www.facebook.com/wellsofhope.water
For more information or to help, please contact Wells of Hope
1499 Irvine Rd, Niagara -on-the-Lake, Ontario, Canada L0S 1J0 Email: water@wellsofhope.com
www.wellsofhope.com Charitable Number 83428 1768 RR0001

