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NEWS REPORT
12 Months in Review
A new milestone was reached this 2018-2019 season, as Wells of Hope
celebrated its 15th anniversary with yet another successful year! Thanks to
our donors and the teams both in Guatemala and Canada, four more deep
wells, or 2,800 feet were drilled to provide clean, potable water to more
than 6,000 people—which means that in 15 years, our water program has
benefitted over 80,000 people in the Jalapa and Jutiapa areas in Guatemala.
Wells of Hope
revenue depends
mainly
on
Canadian
and
Niagara-based
grassroots
donations
and
some
other
major donors as
well as our 3
main fundraisers
—Taste & See Event, Golf Tournament and Passion Event. This year (Sep 1, 2018
to Aug 31, 2019), Wells of Hope invested more than $500,000 of its Net
Revenue in the different projects of water, education, basic health care and
community aid & agriculture. The chart shows the distribution of funds spent in
our different programs.
The construction team undertook the challenge of re-purpousing an existing
building into a health clinic (read more about this project inside). The
greenhouse pilot project continued its experimental phase and the 100+ Mission
Experience participants helped, among other things, build 7 more adobe houses
for much needed families. A 2-classroom school addition became Wells of Hope
school No. 23. Two containers were sent, one specifically as relief aid for the
displaced families due to a volcano eruption, including 11,000 lb of dehydrated
soup donated by the Ontario Gleaners in Cambridge. The other container with
backpacks, desks, firefighter equipment, construction tools was distributed in
Jalapa. To everyone involved in any of the projects, thank you for making it
possible again!
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Water Program
The drilling operation started with great success by finding water at 960
feet deep at the site known as Los Cruces (an intersection between
different communities, being Santa Cruz the main one). The community
gathered to celebrate the gushing of water, which the pump test showed a
production of 40 gallons per minute. A few weeks later, the well was
equipped with a pump system, a generator and an electrical panel. It is
already providing water to more than 1,775 people.

Picture above: La Tejera well
Picture on the right: Los Cruces well.

REDISCOVERED
It was a pleasant and
puzzling surprise to discover
that the well at Laguna
Itzacoba, where the health
clinic is being built, actually
has water now.
After the drilling season of
2016, it was decided that
we needed to look for an
alternate source to provide
water to this community, as
at 1,255’ deep of drilling, no
water had been found.
This
year,
after
the
suggestion of some of the
construction people that
had heard water flowing, a
pump test was done,
showing that the well
produces 55 gpm and will
provide water to both the
health clinic, its visitors and
patients, as well as the
Itzacoba community.

2

The next project was at the community of Los Cebollines, where they were
waiting for a well, as they had already secured government funding to
build a distribution system to each household. A well 935’ deep was
drilled, producing 85 gpm. The community of 2,000 inhabitants is waiting
for the tri-phase electrical system to be installed by the municipality.
The community of Paraíso was the next stop for the drilling rig, where a
485’ deep well producing 230 gpm was finished. It will provide fresh clean
water to 1,750 people.
The fourth well of the season was drilled at La Tejera community, finding
the aquifer at 420’ deep. This well will benefit more than 270 families.
Sashico community fulfilled their commitment by building the holding tank
for the well that was drilled last year; therefore, it was equipped with a
generator and a pump with all the necessary electrical installation.
Some well maintenance was performed at Campo Esperanza and
Duraznito. Laguneta well also received a new pump and the drilling
equipment was serviced to be ready for next season’s drilling.
In 15 years, Wells of Hope has successfully drilled 27 wells—3 in Jutiapa
and 24 in Jalapa, impacting altogether more than 80,000 lives!

Health Program
A major project was started in the Fall in which the building that used
to house the old rigs brought from Canada back in 2005 is being repurposed into a health
clinic. The project is a three
-party agreement whereby
Wells of Hope will build the
clinic with 5 examination
rooms and 2 waiting areas,
indoor
and
outdoor
washrooms, a family house
and a perimeter fence on
the land donated by the
community
with
the
commitment of the Ministry of Health officials to absorb the clinic into
the public health care system as an official “Puesto de Salud” (first tier
clinic) and finance its operation, including salaries and services. The
project is underway and due to the strategic location, it is intended to
serve more than 20 communities.

Education Program

BRIDGE
CONSTRUCTION
This year, it was the
communities of Carrizal and
Tierra Blanca that were
connected through a
pedestrian bridge that will
allow the children go to
school safely during the
rainy season.

BEFORE
AFTER

Two classroom additions, a septic tank and washrooms were provided
to the school at Suquinay community, which made it our school No.
23, increasing the beneficiaries of our school construction program to
4,650.
The perimeter wall at La Puerta school was finished and Los Zacarías
school was helped with a new roof, while La Paz and Pino Gordo
schools each had a smokeless stove installed. Regarding our training
projects, the group of ladies participating in the INTECAP program
continued with the next module towards the sewing certification.
The backpack program continues to be a great success, as from the
containers we sent, more than 1,000 backpacks were distributed.

STOVE PILOT
PROJECT + HOUSES
We built seven houses for
equal number of women
and their families. Each
house is made out of adobe
bricks and a steel roof. We
also included a smokeless
stove in each of the houses.
Regarding the stove pilot
project, 47 smokeless
stoves were installed, most
of them in the community
of Pino Gordo.
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Greenhouse Pilot Project
COMMUNITY AID
The greenhouse pilot project is moving ahead and
different types of seeds and
crops are being tested.

The vision of this project is to become a self-sustainable co-operative
where women can grow their crops and commercialize them. So far, the
facilities have been installed and we are supporting a group of 5-10 men
and women, who are experimenting with growing seedlings for tomatoes,
peas, peppers and sunflowers as well as researching the market for them,
while providing for their families. The women produced about 1,800
coffee tree seedlings and at camp, rows of sunflowers were planted in
hopes to test the cooking oil production.

Mission Experience
Whether it is through the Water Walk or helping build an adobe house or
painting a finished school, our Mission Experience Program shows our
visitors the challenges and blessings of the people in Jalapa. This year,
more than 100 people visited camp and participated in the program. Join
us! Contact us at missions@wellsofhope.com.

THANK

YOU

The Wells of Hope Team would like to thank each and every person for their contribution, which allows us to
respond to “the cry of those who thirst”. Without your gift, given in love to those whom you may never meet, we
would never have been able to accomplish all of the projects that we have completed over the years. These great
feats are testimony to the mountains that can be moved when we all work together to “love our neighbor as
ourselves.” May our God of Love bless all of you!!!

Ways you can Help

Upcoming Events

You can:

 14th Annual Taste & See
Fundraiser —Spring 2020

Donate on-line at
www.wellsofhope.com
Mail in your donation
174 Cole Cres, Niagara-on-the-Lake, ON
L0S 1J0 Canada

Become a sponsor for any of our
events.
Host a Wells of Hope fundraiser

14th Annual Golf Tournament
Fundraiser—June 27th, 2020
Passion Fundraiser— Fall 2020

Follow Us
On Facebook—www.facebook.com/
wellsofhope.water

Become a Corporate Partner

On Twitter— @wells_of_hope

Donate through our Planned Giving
Program

Email us—water@wellsofhope.com

Buy water at Canyon Creek
Restaurants, all proceeds go to
Wells of Hope

Phone: 1-866-392-3530
174 Cole Crescent, Niagara-on-theLake, ON L0S 1J0 Canada
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